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12 "WORLD HISTORY

eal ancestor, Shiem, son of Noah, The chief Semitic languages of the Middle
East were Babyloniun, Hebrew, Phoenician, Aramaie, and Assyrian. Among
modern Sceinitic longues are Hebrew and Arabic.

_2. The Indo-European family of languages was so named beeause these
Inonguages were spoken in the vast arca from northern India lo westerninost
Lurope. . Indo-European Janguages -of the ancient Middle Bast ineluded
Lydian, Hitlite, and Perstan. The languages of India, Sanskrit, Bengali, and
Hindi, are also Indo-European, as are Greek, Latin, French, Spanish, italian,
Russian, German, and English. . . .

| A PEOPLES OF EARLY MESOPOTAMIA

. — 1. SUMERIANS - .

DRIEF HISTORY _ , ,

The earliest-known people of ithe Fertile Crescent were the Sumerians.
About 40CD p.c. they lived in southern Mesopotamia in a number of inde-
pendent, eily-states, Kach consisted of a small eity and its surrounding arca.

= The rulers of Lhese cily-stales constantly warred with one another.

"CONTRIBUTIONS TO CIVILZATION . .

1. Cunciforn Yvriting. The Sumerians developed, cuneiform, a system of

wriling about as old as Egyplian hicroglyphies. The Sumerians empioyed a
sharp-pointed instrument (a stylus) to inseribe wedge-shaped charncters on

‘elay tablets, Reading and wriling in cuneiform were diflicull because the

Cunciform Characters Being Inscrihed on a Clay Tablet
4 With a Stylus
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alphabet consisted of a great number of characters, about 550, Nevertheless,
cunciform was widely used in the Middle East for ____o:mx:g.z of years, .

The key to the deciphering of cunciform was :._n unu_,z::.. Ean? which
confains ingcriptions in beth eunciform nned Persian. The cunciforin was
‘transtated in 1846 by an Englishman, Sir Henry Rawlinson.

9. System of Numbess. The Sumerians developed a number system based
on thie unit 60. Today, we use this unit in telling time.

3. Architecture. The Sumerians invenled the arch and _E.:e.‘.c:::n {owecers,
or ziggurals. A ziggurat was a pyramidlike structure oom_m,,mn::u o___,._.c_.q._.c.m-
gively. set-back floors, the highest of which contained a shrine to the chicf god.

e 2. BABYLONIANS

BRICF HISTORY e

Semitic-speaking invaders from the Arabian Desert nin_.qn_.,mo::_o_.:
Mesopotamia (1000 v.c.) and captured the city-state of Babylon. ...:u.ﬂ:.:_
1750 n.c., led by their King, Hammurabi, they cannuercd .‘-__.c.:::..“. city-
gtales in the Tigris-Euphrates Valley and forned :._c. Babyleuan Furpire.
The Babylonians adopied end built upoen the prevailing Sumerian enlture,
The Babylonian Empire Jasted until 1700 n.c.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO CIVILIZATION

1. Code of Law. Guided by Yammurali, the Babylonians recorded their
laws and customs. This Code of Hamnurabt, the oldest legal wu.mﬂ;: r._u_.J.,......J
reveals (a) o stern seise of justice—proclniming, :E principle of “ab _c..,.._..::
an eye” and demanding severe punishment for cnimes, (D) a shap _...:‘......_cz
of classes—providing harsher punishment for an oficnse .ﬁi.ﬁ» o noblile than
for the sane offense against a common person, (¢} a faw frectinent ﬂ
wonien—permitting them to own property and epgirge in business, and (o _.
an aduvanced husiness society-—cstablishing regolations for property prolee:
tion, business contraets, interest on loans, and wages for workmen.

2, Aslronomy. The Babylonians believed in nxlrology, the z_.:.&...h__._:._.:
that the movements of stars, planets, and other heavenly bodies diveelly ut-
fecled the lives of men. Mowever, hy studying the heavens, they _._"_..:.._.._ te
recopnize planets and to foretell velipses, recording data laler essential fo
aslrononty. : )

3. Literature, 1'he Babplowian Epics, which were partly bared .__..:s_ .____.,
Rumerian Gilgamesh Legrnds, deseribe the A._...:_.::_r. the fivst pam, and L
et Flood. These staries resenble those in the Ol 'Testmaent,
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16 WORLD HISTORY

: . 3. Anampans o

UBRICE WISTORY e ) .
~ Semitie-speaking Arameans occupied Syria about 1200 ne. and estab-
lished a number of independent eity-states; the most important was Damas-
cus. By overlund éaravans, the Aramean merchants traded throughout the

H..:%__n_w:mn._r:.;:s_nmp.:nn_;:_.w__.o.::..?.E:E:.n:‘v?w_.ﬁmmE:836
Assyrians, .

CONTRISUTION 7O CIVILIZATION S :

Language. Spread by Aramean merchants and diplomats, Aremaic was
used as the international language throughout the Middle East for aver 1000
years. Ib was spoken by Jesus Christ and used in many Christian and Jewish

“religious writings. - - . "

4. Lymaxs ) .

- BRIGF WISTORY . _ a

- After 1000 n.c. the Indo-Furopean-speaking Lydiens lived in Asia Minor,

n region direetly northwest of the Yertite Cresecut. Between 612 n.e. and
548 mn.c. the Lydians enjoyed great poswer and prosperity. as mcrchants,
* Croesus, their King, was reputed to be the wealthiest man of ancient times.

CONTRIGUTION TO CIVINZATION.- AR _

Coinage of Money. The Lydian govermnent was the first to mint coins and
guaeantee their value. Becuwuse these coins simplified business transactions,
they replaced money minted by private individuals.

a C. EMPIRE BUILDERS . W

: 1. IlrtuiTes ]

ERIER $13TORY , . o
Aboul 2000 1.1, the Tndo-Furopean-speaking Hittites appeared in northeen
Avia Minor, a region vich iuiron, In 1630 we, the Thittites hepan building
powerful Finire, They extended their coatiel in Asia Minor, svized northeen
Syria from the Epyptians, and expanded inlo notthern Mesopotamia, Ilillite

R, L e . . i
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. FROM PRIMITIVE LIFE TO EARLY CIVILIZATICGHS - V7

- enllure was n_..‘..::.,_‘ influenced by their contacts with the Babylonians, The
IJittite Bmpire Tasted aboul-450 years, .

- l

CONTRIBUTION TO CIVILZATION .

Use of Iron. The Hitliles were the first lo make iron {ools .1:.:_ Weapons,
Their knowledge of ironwork soon spread throughout the Ferlile Cresecnt
and TBgypt. _ . .

2. ABSYNIANS

BRIEF HISTORY -

Afler 800 n.c. the Semitic-speaking Assyrians from :o_.:::.:.wﬂ."..é_c*.:_s.._.,.
embarked on a poliey of cxpeusion. Ilaving _nﬂ.:oﬁ_. aboul iron :..c_:.:.".,
1littites, the Assyriang were the first.to oulfit armies om::.ca._ with iron
weapons. To besicge cities, they devised new z:__.ﬁ...:.u_ EE__:;.,___:..l_:o,.:._:_..
fowers and. batleving rame, The Assyriaus {ervorized thieir ericinies r.,..‘. de-
liberately employing cruclty and violeace. They o@_‘::.sw.c; :.‘,.o ¥ r.____m Cres-
cent end By, and establizhed a greal Tmyprire with its S._:r; at ..f:au:..._.
The Assyrian Empire Jasted ovey 180 years, finally being deaivoyed 1n
612 n.c. . :

* .

CONTRIBUSICHS O CIVILIZATION

1. Govermnent. The Assyrinns (a) divided ‘their Empire inlo provines:,
cach administered by a gevernor respongible lo the King, a md (1) buill miji-
tary roads {o move traops quickly to any part of the Empire,

. . . . ™ e S TR

9. The Library. Assurbanipal, an Assyrvian JKing il acgreal ibvary al

i1
LA T . o sy
Nineveh conlaining many thousands of elay tablels. Thest decumentz hm

enabled seholars to aceurately reconstruct Jife in the nneient. Middle Fast

. 8. Cnanncans

BRIEF HISTORY

In GI6 nc. the Challenns, Semitie-speaking nomads from (he ..z,_..:__r_.”_
Desert, seized Bubylon, Tn 612 s.e. they (with the Medes) e,.__._::....,_ Nineven
and overthrew the Assyrian Rwpire. The Chaldeans {hen ::._; ..:__..._,c_.:_
the entire Ferlile Greseent nd establiched the Second Bubylontan Yipre,
In 530 b, this Wapire was overthrown by the Persiabs,
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. 20 WORLD HISTORY ;
11, The nncient conguerors wha teented the Ichrows _,scu.. humanely  were. lhe
(1) Assysinng (2) Babylonians (1) Persians (1) Romans.

12. By peedicting that nations “shall beat their swonls into plowshares,” the Tlebrew
ine ot for (1) more agricollure (2) jovernment jobs for

prophel f=ainh was cryvi
the unemployed (3) nn era of world peace (1) greater ¢ffort Lo uncover minernl
resources. ’ :
13. A Phocuirian produet parliculurly desired by monarchs was (1) purple dye (2) royet
chariots (3) sunclialy (4) iron weapons, :
. 14. The Armmaie ‘lwguage spread tlironzhont 1he Middle ‘East beenuse of Aramenn
: .n: military conguests (2) religious leaders (3) merchanta (4) astrologers, ]
15, Assyrian rule of conqucred peoples was charnelerized by (1) muking them allies
- (2) eruclty €3) granting them loeal self-government (4} telerance and justice.
) 16. The Assyvien praclice af appoinling governos to rule separale provinees was
adoplod luter by the (1) Persians (2) Lydians (3) Lgyptiaus (1) Bumeriuns.
. . 7. The Zend-Avesta was the saceed Dbook of the (1) Babyloniana (2) Persiang
(3) Suncrians (4) Hcbrews, . . s

MATCHING QUESTIONS

Column B
‘ * a. Translator of cuneiform
2. Nebuchsdaezzar . b. Founder of Carlhaye
. 3. Zorovaster - ' . e Armanger of oldest kiaown legal code
.o 4, Moscs d. Lawgiver of Ten Coramundmenls
5. Rawliuson - " e, Founder of Persian Ewpire >~
6. Solomon ’ {. Pecuinn god of light :
7. Cyrus ¢. Buler renowned for wisdom ‘e
’ ] - h. Duilder of Hanging Garndens s
i. Prophet of tlie Persinns

IDENTIFICATION QUSTIOMS

* Yor each deseriplion Lelow, solect the name of the people Lo whon it best applies,
making your seleation from the following list:

© Arameans Hebrews Peysiang
; . Assyrians . Hiliites Phocuiciany i
Babyloniang Lydians Sumeriang'

1. Wao were lhe firsl people lo arcepl onothcism, nnd onr prophets denounced evil
and injustice. ,

. Althongh we woere known for our military, not scholaurly, pursuits, our e lensive
Library has cnabled modern scholars o veconsiruet life in the aneient Mildle P

3. We develuped cunciforin writing anil slso the number system stll wsed in telling
Lino. o

. A peafaring 1evchant people, we devised a simplificd alphabet and were known
18 "bssioavics of eivilization,”

' 6. We eetiled in Asia Mivor, discovered iron ore deposits, and were the first people

Lo malke ivow lools amd weapons: ) -
L . Our poverminent was Lhe fisb to mint coing, which veplaced money minled by
private individuals, E S .
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